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EARNINGS OF PERMANENT MANUAL WORKERS IN AGRICULTURE ­ 1982 
The principal results of the Community survey of earnings of permanent manual 
workers in agriculture in 1982 and comparable results of certain previous surveys 
are shown in this bulletin. 
The 1982 survey was organized pursuant to a Council Directive of 28.7.1982 
providing for such surveys to be undertaken in all Member States in 1984 and 
every two years thereafter; for 1982 the Directive provides for the conduct of 
such a survey on a voluntary basis. Accordingly, as three countries (D, I, GR) 
have not been able to participate, the Statistical Office of the European 
Communities presents below the survey results for seven Member States only. 
Table 1 ­ Average gross hourly earnings of permanent male manual workers 
without any benefits in kind, 1976 ­ 1980 ­ 1982 























































































































1) D=DM, F=FF, I=LIT, NL=HFL, B=BFR, L=LFR, UK=UKL, IRL=IRL, DK=DKR 
2) See explanatory note 
3) 1980 and 1982 data only concern workers without any benefits in kind, employed in 
holdings of 50 ha. and over, excluding specialized crops; source: national survey 
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The main objective of the survey is to provide statistical information on 
average gross hourly earnings of manual workers in agriculture, not belonging 
to the holder's family who are employed permanently on a full time basis, as 
well as on the number of paid .hours. These data are broken down according to 
certain structural criteria, such as size of the holding and type of activity, 
professional qualification, existence of remuneration in kind, and according 
to regions. 
For a full description of methods and definitions the reader is referred to 
the EUROSTAT publication "Earnings in agriculture - 1980". 
It should be pointed out that data for Luxembourg should be interpreted with 
caution on account of the very limited extent of the survey. 
Comments 
As a general point of fact it should be noted that the number of permanent 
workers in agriculture continued to decline. Thus, the decrease of 9% at the É 
Community level observed from 1976 to 1980 was followed in the 1980/1982 period 
by a further drop varying between 3 and 16% for the individual countries. This 
decline is particularly pronounced in "general agriculture" and, to a lesser 
extent, in the "specialized crops" while the sector "Stock keeping" showed 
small increases in numbers employed in the case of certain countries. 
In order to fully appreciate the results of the survey the data should not be 
considered in isolation but in the light of the structural characteristics of 
each individual country as shown in the following tables. 
Table 1 gives a general outline of the average gross hourly earnings expressed 
in national currency of male workers not receiving any benefits in kind,the 
trends in these earnings in nominal and real terms and a comparison of nominal 
figures converted into purchasing power standards (PPS). 
Between 1980 and 1982 nominal earnings rose at a slower rate than during the 
1976-1980 period in particular in the United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark; 
only France showed a somewhat stronger average annual increase. 
Real earnings fell between 1980 and 1982 in five countries with the maximum 
annual rate amounting to -5% in Ireland. Rather slight increases were recorded 
for the other three countries (maximum annual rate +2,3% in France). This is 
in sharp contrast with 1976-1980 trends which were positive for almost all 
countries. 
As far as gross nominal earnings expressed in purchasing power standards (PPS) 
are concerned, users are reminded that the data for various countries may be 
compared in respect of the same period but not of different periods. 
Major differences between countries in the purchasing power of agricultural 
workers experienced in the past continued to be evident although the gap 
between the two countries furthest apart has again narrowed (1976: IRL/DK 
gap = 64%; 1980: UK/DK gap = 55%; 1982: IRL/DK gap = 53%). 
When arranged in decreasing order, Denmark is found to occupy the first place 
as in the past, followed in 1980 and 1982 by the Netherlands; the last two 
positions at the bottom of the scale are occupied by Ireland and France 
(in 1976), by the United Kingdom and France (in 1980) and by Ireland and 
the United Kingdom (in 1982). 
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Table 2 and the following give some details of the structural criteria in 
respect of agricultural workers. In all countries the great majority of male 
workers are employed on holdings with fewer than 10 permanent manual workers; 
small holdings (with 1 or 2 manual workers) employed more than half the total 
labour force in Denmark (58%), Ireland (61%) and Luxembourg (67%). Salary 
levels rise as the size of holdings increases in all countries, but the 
differences vary greatly according to the country. 
The great majority of agricultural workers are employed in "general agriculture" 
in France (61%), Luxembourg (64%), United Kingdom (72%), Ireland (58%) and 
Denmark (60%); in Belgium and the Netherlands, most workers are employed in 
"specialized crops". The levels of average gross hourly earnings in general 
agriculture are generally lower than those in the stock keeping and specialized 
crops activities. 
In most Member States a very large number of manual workers employed in 
agriculture receive benefits in kind (accommodation, meals): for example, in 
1982 50% of manual workers in the United Kingdom and 52% in Denmark received 
accommodation; only in Belgium and the Netherlands is this practice much less 
widespread. The cash earnings level of manual workers benefiting from both 
accommodation and meals lies clearly (between 14% and 42%, depending on the 
country) below that of workers receiving no benefit in kind. 
- 4 -
Explanatory note 
Trend in real earnings 
Expresses in approximate terms the change in the purchasing power of 
nominal earnings over a given period. The figure for each country is 
obtained by deflating the nominal earnings index, using the general 
consumer prices index. 
The results of this exercise, presented in Table 1, must be interpreted 
with caution as, firstly, the fields of reference of the two indices 
are determined differently and, secondly, consumer price indices are 
calculated according to different methods in the various countries. 
It should also be borne in mind that earnings are deflated on a gross 
basis, i.e. before deduction of contributions to social security and 
taxes; thus, for example, any relative increase in the fiscal burden 
is not reflected in the trend of real hourly earnings given above. 
Purchasing power standard (PPS) 
The data expressed in national currency were converted into current 
purchasing power standards (PPS) using the rates compiled each year 
for the "gross domestic product at market prices" aggregate of the 
ESA. The results of this exercise are comparable fer a given period 
(between countries) but not over time (between periods). 
The data converted into PPS should be interpreted with caution in 
view of: 
- the difference between the concepts and the fields of reference of 
the aggregates used (hourly earnings of manual workers in agriculture 
on the one hand, PPS established for gross domestic product en 
the other); 
- the importance, varying from country to country, of certain elements 
of remuneration (bonuses, gratuities, etc.) not taken into conside-
ration in the harmonized earnings statistics; 
- the fact that the earnings data converted into PPS are on a gross 
basis, i.e. before deduction of social security contributions and 
taxes, the importance of which varies from country to country. 
Purchasing power parities for gross domestic product 
1 purchasing power standard (PPS) = 
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Table 2 ­ Number and earnings of permanent manual workers in agriculture 
by sex, size of holdings, professional qualification U r e ' 
and existence of benefits in kind ­ 1982 
a) Number of manual workers 
TOTAL 
Size of farm 
1 or 2 workers 
3 to 9 workers 











Free meals only 

































































































































































































































workers whose qualification is recognized and 
necessary in order to carry out specialized work which demands a high degree of 
responsibility. ­ "Group II" covers all other workers. 
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Table 2 - Number and earnings of permanent manual workers in agriculture, 
by sex, size of holdings, professional qualification 
and existence of benefits in kind - 1982 
















DM FF HFL BFR LFR UKL IRL DKR 
TOTAL 23,30 14,05 194 130 2,12 2,07 39,66 
Size of farm 
1 or 2 workers 
3 to 9 workers 











Free meals only 








































































5 2 , 9 8 















2 0 , 5 7 
20 ,41 
2 4 , 2 3 
24 ,49 
2 2 , 3 5 
1 4 , 6 5 
14 ,80 
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2 , 0 5 
2 ,06 
1,90 
2 , 2 5 








2 , 2 8 





2 , 1 5 
2 ,16 
1,86 
4 4 , 7 8 
4 4 , 5 1 
4 8 , 2 8 
3 0 , 9 8 
3 0 , 2 7 




4 6 , 8 8 
4 7 , 0 6 
38 ,91 
3 0 , 1 8 
3 0 , 4 8 
23 ,71 
4 7 , 0 9 
4 6 , 9 7 
4 7 , 7 5 
1) See note 3) of table 1 
2) In principle "group I" includes workers whose qualification is recognized and 
necessary in order to carry out specialized work which demands a high degree of 
responsibility. - "Group II" covers all other workers. 
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Table 3 ­ Number and earnings of permanent manual workers in agriculture, 
by type of activity and by sex, 1976, 1980 and 1982 






































































































































































































































































































17 515 L4 823 
14 173 L5 286 

































































Table 3 ­ Number and earnings of permanent workers in agriculture, 
by type of activity and by sex, 1976, 1980 and 1982 























































































































































































































































































































































































Table 4 - Average gross hourly earnings of permanent male manual workers, 
by type of activity 

























































































































































































































1) See note 3) of table 1. 
Table 5 - Average number of hours paid per month 









































































































































1) See note 3) of table 1. 
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Table 6 ­ Number, hours paid and earnings of permanent 



































































































































Average number of 
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